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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL 

1. FOLLOWING EDITORIAL TITLED "HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE" AP- 
PEARED IN WASHINGTON POST OCT 5. 

2. QUOTE. A SOMBER NUMBERS GAME IS BEING PLAYED IN CHILE 
OVER THE TOTAL OF CHILEANS KILLED IN AND SINCE THE COUP OE 
SEPT. 11. THE JUNTA TENDS TO MINIMIZE THE TOLL - ITS LATEST 
COUNT IS 284 DEATHS NATIONWIDE. OTHERS, WITHOUT THE JUNTA'S 
INTEREST IN ADVERTISING ITS POPULAR ACCEPTANCE AND CONTROL, 
HAVE PRODUCED MUCH LARGER FIGURES. ONE JOURNALIST WHO 
VISITED THE SANTIAGO MORGUE ON TWO SUCCESSIVE DAYS COUNTED 
SOME 270 CORPSES. A CIA ESTIMATE MADE TOWARD THE END OF 
SEPTEMBER PUT THE TOTAL AT 3,000 DEATHS, OF WHICH A THIRD 
WERE SOLDIERS. A TOLL OE SOLDIERS ON THIS SCALE WOULD INDI- 
CATE A MEASURE OF POPULAR RESISTANCE CONDIDERABLY GREATER 
THAN THE JUNTA HAS CONCEDED SO EAR. 

THE CIVILIAN CASUALITIES SEEM TO EALL IN TWO CATEGORIES. 

FIRST, THERE ARE OFFICIALS AND FOLLOWERS OF THE DEPOSED 
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ALLENDE GOVERNMENT. THE JUNTA HAS CONCEDED EXECUTING SOME 
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OF THESE PEOPLE SUMMARILY; ADDITIONAL EXECUTIONS HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED UNOFFICIALLY. THEN, THERE ARE NAMELESS WORKERS, 
SUPPORTERS OF ALLENDE, IN THE SLUM DISTRICTS IN SANTIAGO 
AND OTHER CITIES; PITCHED BATTLES AS WELL AS INDISCRIMINATE 
SHOOTING AND BOMBING BY THE JUNTA HAVE BEEN REPORTED. SOME 
HIGH ALLENDE AIDES HAVE BEEN STASHED AWAY ONA REMOTE IS- 
LAND, WITHOUT TRIAL. FOR OTHERS, MILITARY TRIALS HAVE BEGUN. 

THE JUNTA HAS BEEN AT LEAST PARTIALLY RESPONSIVE TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS APPEALS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. A MIS- 
SION FROM THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS IS 
CURRENTLY IN CHILE; UNFORTUNATELY, RED CROSS REPORTS 
MUST BE MADE PRIVATELY TO THE HOST GOVERNMENT, WHICH NEED 
NOT REVEAL THE RESULTS. THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSION 
FOR REFUGEES HAS SET UP SOME 20 HAVENS FOR THE NUMEROUS 
FOREIGNERS WHO WERE ADMITTED TO THE COOUNTRY BY PRESIDENT 
ALLENDE BUT WHO ARE NOW SUBJECT TO BEING DESIGNATED AS 
"CRIMINALS" - A STATUS THAT WOULD MAKE THEM INELIGIBLE FOR 
THE JUNTA'S SAFE-CONDUCT GUARANTEES. SOME OF THESE FOREIG- 
NERS HAVE EEARED TO COME OUT OF HIDING INTO THE "HAVENS." 
THERE ARE DISQUIETING REPORTS THAT BRAZILIAN POLICE HAVE 
ARRIVED IN CHILE TO RECLAIM SOME BRAZILIAN REFUGEES. 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT REPORTED THIS WEEK THAT THE AMERICAN 
AMBASSADOR IN CHILE HAD EXPRESSED TO THE JUNTA THE UNITED 
STATES' CONCERN FOR THE PRTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. OTHER- 
WISE, SUCH CONCERN HAS BEEN LARGELY MUFFLED BY A HANDS- OFF 
POSITION CONCEALING EVIDENT SATISFACTION THAT THE ALLENDE 
GOVERNMENT IS OUT OF POWER. IF THE ADMINISTRATION IS TO 
KEEP IN THIS POSITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, IT COULD AT LEAST 
ENSURE THAT NO MOVES ARE MADE IN UNSEEMLY HASTE TO ALLOW 
DEVELOPMENT LOANS TO START FLOWING AGAIN TO THE NEW CHIL- 
EAN GOVERNMENT; THE UNITED STATES HAD FORCED A VIRTUAL 
SUSPENSION OF SUCH LOANS IN ORDER TO PUT PRESSUREON 
CHILE IN NEGOTIATIONS OVER EXPROPRIATED AMERICAN FIRMS. 

OF IMMEIDATE EFFECT, WE TRUST, IN LETTING SANTIAGO KNOW 
THAT AMERICANS HOLD CHILE TO RECOGNIZE STANDARDS IN HUMAN 
RIGHTS, ARE ACTIONS IN CONGRESS. THE SENATE, BY VOICE 
VOTE WITH NO AUDIBLE OBJECTIONS, HAD APPROVED A SENSE-OF- 
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CONGRESS RESOLUTION, WRITTEN BY SEN. EDWARD M KENNEDY CD- 
MASS.), ASKING THE PRESIDENT TO DENY ECONOMIC OR MILITARY 
AID UNTIL HE CAN CERTIFY THAT CHILE IS FULFILLING ITS HUMAN 
RIGHTS OBLIGATIONS. THE HOUSE IS WORKING ON ITS OWN 
RESOLUTION, WHICH, WHILE IT LACKS AN AID SUSPENSION, 

MAKES PLAIN THE HOUS'S CONCERN. ENOUGHT LEGITIMATE ANXIETY 
HAS BEEN STIRRED BY REPORTS FROM CHILE TO MAKE HOUSE AC- 
TION ESSENTIAL NOW. UNQUOTE. RUSH 
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